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the past and asking him to restore the former intercourse ;
but they were unsuccessful in their efforts, In 1673 an
English ship came to Nagasaki with a royal letter, and
demanded a revival of commerce in the old agreement; but
the governor declined all communications, and he justified
his action by referring to the marriage of Charles If. to a
daughter of the King of Portugal, u Catholic sovereign with
whom intercourse was forbidden by the positive law of
the Empire, thus showing very distinctly the grounds of
the Japanese antipathy to foreigners. In the ivign of
Louis XIV., Colbert, in his efforts to restore stability to
the financial administration of France, founded the French
East India Company, and projected the establishment of
commercial intercourse with Japan, but his project was not
carried out.

During the first half of the nineteenth century, when
communications between Kurope and China were becoming
somewhat common, numerous attempts wore made by naval
officers of Britain, France, Russia, and the United States to open
intercourse with Japan, The latter were the most persistent
in their efforts. It seems that in 1815 proposals were made
to attempt to get into communication with Japan, but nothing
came of them. Later on John Quincy Adams declared it
to be "the right and even the duty of Christian nations
to open the ports of Japan, and the duty of Japan to assent
on the ground that no nation has the right, any more than
has a man, to withdraw its private contribution to the welfare
of the whole," This may be considered a philosophic
generalisation, but it showed that opinion in America was
ripening on the subject, and it should be remembered in the
discussions which are taking place at the present day* It
was, however, not till 1832 that any definite step was taken,
and then President Jackson appointed Edmund Roberts as a
special agent to negotiate treaties with the Asiatic nations,
but Roberts died before reaching Japan. In 1845 Com-
modore Biddle was instructed, after conveying to China the
ratified treaty of commerce and amity concluded in \ 844, to